
Patricia Hills, Ph.D. 
238 Putnam Avenue 

Cambridge, MA  02139 
 

        June 15, 2009 
 
 
 
 
Christy Campbell 
Director of Special Projects and Executive Administration 
Retirement Programs and Services 
The Church Pension Fund 
445 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY  10016 
 
Dear Ms. Campbell: 
 
Re:  Eastman Johnson, The Bishop of New York, Henry Codman Potter, c. 1886  
Oil on canvas, 50 1/2 x 40 3/8 inches (my measurements).  Signed lower left (unclear); 
“Johnson” was visible.  I viewed this portrait at the Church Pension Fund at 445 Fifth Avenue on 
June 2, 2009.  In my opinion the work is by the American genre painter and portraitist Eastman 
Johnson (1824-1906), and I plan to include the work in my catalogue raisonné of the artist’s 
work.   
 
The techniques used in painting this portrait are typical of Johnson’s portraits.  It is a three-
quarter figure portrait of  Bishop Potter dressed in his vestments.  He looks to his left (our right) 
and holds out his left hand.  Johnson has used a brushy technique with scumbling (defined as the 
dragging of partially dried paint over a partially dried surface; a technique used by Thomas 
Couture and some other nineteenth-century painters.)  The paint is applied thinly in passages and 
thickly in other passages—all typical of Johnson’s style.  Johnson was a master of strong 
portraits of civic leaders, many done in the 1880s and 1890s. 
 
I have records of three other paintings of Bishop Potter portrayed by Johnson: 
 
1)  The Reverend Henry C. Potter D. D.  Oil on canvas, 49 1/2 x 39 12 inches, signed at the 
lower right “E. Johnson 1886,” that belongs to Grace Church, New York.  This painting is listed 
as No. 243 in John I. H. Baur’s inventory of Johnson’s work in John I. H. Baur, An American 
Genre Painter:  Eastman Johnson, 1824-1906 (Brooklyn:  Brooklyn Museum, 1940).  I do not 
have a photograph of it, and I have no record that I have seen it.  I hope to, however, when I next 
come to New York. 
 
2)  Bishop Henry C. Potter.  Oil on canvas, circa 56 x 44 inches.  (Inscriptions not known.)  
Owned by Alonzo Potter in 1940.  This painting is listed as No. 242 in John I. H. Baur’s 
inventory of Johnson’s work in John I. H. Baur, An American Genre Painter:  Eastman Johnson, 



1824-1906 (Brooklyn:  Brooklyn Museum, 1940).  I have not seen it or a picture of it.  [It may be 
the one currently at the Church Pension Fund.] 
 
3)  Bishop Potter of New York.  Oil on canvas, 27 1/4 x 22 /8 inches.  Inscribed LR:  “E. J.” 
I saw this bust-length portrait on January 24, 1998.  It was then handled by Sloan’s Auctioneers 
& Appraisers of Washington D. C. 
 
You might check with Carey Potter regarding Alonzo Potter.  Again, perhaps your portrait is the 
one previously owned by Alonzo Potter.  
 
We were viewing the portrait not under the best of lighting conditions.  Perhaps a further 
examination would reveal the extent of the signature located at the lower left.  There may be a 
date as well.  Lacking a firm date on the canvas, I would date the painting circa 1886 because of 
the date on the painting owned by Grace Church.  Johnson tended to paint several versions of a 
portrait at the same time.  Often one was painted for the commissioning institution and another 
for the actual sitter.   
 
I hope this has been helpful.  If there is any information that Carey Potter could share with me, I 
would be grateful, eg. correspondence between the Bishop and Johnson. 
 
        Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
        Patricia Hills, PhD 
        Co-Author:  Eastman Johnson:  
        Painting America (1999) 
pathills@bu.edu  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


